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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                                                         

 
 
 
 

Two World-renowned Neuroscientists Join SMDG's Distinguished Advisory Board 

  (Denver, CO, June 28, 2017) – SM Discovery Group (SMDG), a life sciences and bio-

nanotechnology company that has developed a ground-breaking nano-delivery system for 

unimpeded penetration of physiological barriers, announced the addition of Drs. Marc A. 

Dichter, M.D., Ph.D., and Dennis W. Choi, M.D., Ph.D. to its advisory board. 

Dr. Dichter, Professor of Neurology and Pharmacology at the University of 

Pennsylvania, is the former Director of the David Mahoney Institute of Neurosciences having 

served for twenty years as Director of the Penn Epilepsy Center.  He received his M.D. and 

Ph.D. from New York University School of Medicine.  He trained in Medicine and Neurology 

at the Harvard-Longwood program and then spent two years at the NIH, after which he 

joined the faculty of Harvard Medical School prior to his current role at the University of 

Pennsylvania.  In addition to his clinical work, Dr. Dichter’s research has significantly 

contributed to understanding basic mechanisms underlying epilepsy and the action of 

antiepileptic drugs. His work also involves translational and clinical studies, and he has been 

involved in the evaluation of many of the new drugs developed in the last three decades.  He 

is the recipient of the Javits Award from the NINDS, a Fulbright Fellowship, the Solomon 

Berson Distinguished Alumnus Award from New York University, the American Society for 

Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics Award for Research in Antiepileptic Drugs and 

The William G. Lennox Award from the American Epilepsy Society and the President’s Award 

at Queens College.  

Dr. Choi is Professor and Chair of the Department of Neurology and Director of Stony 

Brook University’s Neurosciences Institute.  Choi is also the co-discoverer of the physiological 

mechanism of action of benzodiazepine drugs, and a pioneer in dissecting processes 
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responsible for neurodegeneration and devising neuroprotective countermeasures. His 

laboratory identified a key role for NMDA receptor activation and calcium overload in 

excitotoxicity, and zinc in ischemic brain injury.  He received his M.D. and Ph.D. in 

Pharmacology from Harvard Medical School and the Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences 

and Technology and has served on the faculty of Stanford University, and later as the Jones 

Professor and Head of Neurology at Washington University in St. Louis.  Dr. Choi’s research 

has been recognized by several awards including the Wakeman Award, the Conte Award, the 

Ho-Am Prize, and the Reeve Medal.  More recently he has led neuroscience programs in the 

pharmaceutical industry, as well as in a private foundation.  Dr. Choi is a founding co-editor 

of the journal "Neurobiology of Disease", a fellow of the AAAS, a past President of the 

Society for Neuroscience, and a past Vice President of the American Neurological 

Association. He has served on advisory committees to multiple public and private 

organizations, including HHS, FDA, NIH, and the IOM. 

“Having Drs. Dichter and Choi join our distinguished advisory board only further 

reinforces the impressive expertise SMDG has assembled to guide the company as we enter 

the next stage of R&D,” said Dr. Shadi Farhangrazi, CEO and co-founder of SMDG. 

Drs. Choi and Dichter are joining SMDG’s advisory board comprised of Drs. Moein 

Moghimi, A. Waseem Malick, Patrick Couvreur and Donald Tomalia. 

SMDG has developed a proprietary self-assembled nano-platform from a peptide 

ligand for “active (or receptor)-targeting” of physiological barriers. Based on industry 

“simple- and safe-by-design” standards and a decade of research from one of the top 

nanomedicine laboratories in Europe, its innovative, patent-protected platform is a versatile 

and multifunctional disruptive technology that overcomes specificity and target binding 

avidity limitations in “active-targeting” with particulate drug carriers.   


